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From interviewing to arguing: Argument sequences in Greek TV news interviews
LENA GIALABOUKI

|PROTOTYPICAL ORGANIZATION OF NEWS INTERVIEW: Q-A FORMAT|

EXCERPT 1 [6.26, V.33.Bc.39.18.6]
IR: Alexis Papahelas, IE: Giannis Stournaras (SKAI, 05.12.2012)

1 IR .hh (.) To 8¢pa tov ypéovg (.) moteveTe OTL Bo Ppel KATOL0: OPIOTIKY
.hh (.) The deficit issue (.) do you believe that there will be some final

2 ADoN PETh TIC YEPHOVIKES EKAOYEG? >Kau BEPata, < dTav AEpe
resolution after the German elections? and of course, when we speak of

3 0p1oTIKN Ao GLVHOME EVVOOVE TO EMIGNHO: KOVPELLO.
final resolution we usually mean the official haircut.

4 (1.5)
5 IE  E:p:: dev 08ho vo mo kdtl T€T010 TOPQ, S1OTL >0nTh TN<
U::m::: | don’t want to say something like that now, because at this

6 OTLYUN: M:: 1 YEPHOVIKT KVBEPYNON TO apveitatl. dpa, °(ey®)
moment the German government denies it. therefore, (l)

7 dev:- dev-° >eym MG LIOVPYOS OKOVOLIKOV< dE UTOPD VO
don’t- don’t- | as Finance Minister can’t

8 eKQPAo® €- .h embopiec mov apopodve AALEG yDdPES.
express uh- .h any desire regarding other countries.

0.7)
10 IR hII6c0 onuavtikdg eiv’ avtdc °o 6tdy0g Yo 60 OUMG.
.h How important is this goal for you though.

IRESOURCES FOR DOING ARGUING]
1. PRODUCING A COUNTER-POSITION

EXCERPT 2 [7.46-47, V.34.B¢.39.20.1]
IR: Elli Stai, IE: Giorgos Papakonstantinou (NET, 08.01.2013)

1 IE [...] bpwg ey mioteva, (0.7) ko eEakorovdd vo motedw, .hh 6Tt
[...] but | believed, (0.7) and I still believe, .hh that

2 pmopei kavévag va agtorooet (0.7) ta otoyeio avtd,=
one can utilize (0.7) this data,=

3 - IR =IIpdypa mov dev [€yive OpwG,. |
=Something that was not done though.

4 1IE [<og ¢lvavo[po,>]
<as a starting point,>

5 = IR [ ov]te eni g dkidg cag vwovpyiog.=
not even during your ministry.=

6 IE =°(h)Oy1,° eni g dikidg pov vrovpyiag OUMG €: €: (1) To Edmaca <yl va yiver>
=°(h)No,° but during my ministry u:h u:h (.) | gave it so that exactly this

7 axp g ovtd. [...]
can be done. [...]
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2. CONTRADICTING

EXCERPT 3 [10.4-6, V.34.Bc.39.25.1]
IR: Elli Stai, IE: Alexis Tsipras (NET, 28.01.2013)

1 IE [...] .hpéoa Aéue (1) Katd- KaTdpynon Tov Lvnpoviov,
[...] .h inside the country we say (.) abo- abolition of the memorandum,

2 EmOVAdLOTPOyLaTELOT TNG davelakng ocbuPaong, té&€m simap’ axpiBdg to id1o.
renegotiation of the loan agreement, abroad we said exactly the same.

3 >T®pa €6€lG [Lov Aéte OTI-<]
>now you’re telling me that-<

4 = IR [Katdpynon ] tov pvnuovi[ov <dev eimate.> |
<You didn’t say> abolition of the memorandum.

5 IE [tdpa eoeig pov Aéte]
now you’re telling me

3. CHALLENGING

EXCERPT 4 [7.13-14, V.34.B¢.39.20.1]
IR: Elli Stai, IE: Giorgos Papakonstantinou (NET, 08.01.2013)
1 IE  =Tho[ti eoeig elote dnpoctoypdeog kKupia Xtdn. YU’ avid 10 AéTE.]
=Because you are a journalist Mrs Stai. that’s why you’re saying this.

2 IR [.h Me evivmoodler mog- Oyt xv:pte  Ilomokovoto]vtivov. =pe
.hI'm  surprised how- no  Mr. Papakonstantinou. =I'm
3 gvionoold[ler w- Oyt av fuovy vrovp]yog Owovout[tkdv Oa NBela vo to]
surprised h- no. if | were the Finance Minister I would like
4 IE [Toti dev etvan SovAed: ] [Ox1. wévere AdBoc.]
Because it is not the job No. you’re mistaken.
5 IR  &po.

to know these.

6 IE  >Kdbvete AdB0g.< avtd [de- avtod givar- ovtd] givar SovAeld TV SIOKTIKMV
>You're mistaken.< this isn’t- this is- this is the job of the prosecuting

7 = IR [Tottl kdve Aabog.]
Why am | mistaken?

8 IE  vanpeciwv. dev eivar SOLAELL TOL VITOLPYOV Vo OvoiyeL Kot vo, BAETEL apyeia.
authorities. it’s not the Minister’s job to to open and check files.

4. PRODUCING A (NEGATIVE) ASSESSMENT

EXCERPT 5 [11.11-14, V.34.B¢.39.28.6]
IR: Alexis Papahelas, IE: Giannis Dragasakis (SKAI, 27.02.2013)
1 IE [...] .hxoteni ™ evkoupia 06A® va: () evmuep®o® 10 Ypopeio tov, .h edv okdplog
[...] .h and by the way | want to (.) inform his office, .h if Mr.

2 Yapopdg o€ Bpet 1o podvo va det o id1og v exmopmn (0.5) kot va S1oapopedcet
Samaras does not find the time to watch the program himself (0.5) and form

3 dmoyn, .h ko v’ avaxodécel avtd mov gival, .h v exduevn Mopackevn Oa Tov”
an opinion, .h and retract what is to be retracted, .h next Friday there will be
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4 umepipével exikonpn epmtmon! omd péva, tpog tov >umpmOuvrovpyd,< .h ue 1o
a current question’ from me, to the >Prime Minister,< .h with the

5 gpatnuo (1) kbpie Tpodomovpyé, >°yloti-°< yiozi Aéte yépata.
question (.) Mr. Prime Minister, >°why-°< why are you lying.

6 (0.5)
7 IE  .h Kot av dev épbet va amavinoel, n epdtnomn pov Ba peivetl avamdvent.
.h And if he does not come to answer it, my question will remain unanswered.

(o]

(0.9
9 - IR .hIldviwg enedn (0.5) eyd gida avtd 10:: T€:- T0 AXOGTUCLO O’ TV EKTOUTY, .h
.h Be that as it may because (0.5) I've seen this te- the program excerpt, .h

10 - mpénel vo o (1) 6t dev NTav TeEleimg capég To TL evvoov[oate. |
| must say (.) that it wasn’t absolutely clear what you meant.

((5 lines omitted-repair sequence))

11 IE  [Oy. <oag]éotato> Nrave, .h <omokabicTovpe™> T0v” YKatdTATO HGHI, [...]
No. it was <crystal clear,> .h we <restore> minimum wage, [...]

1. Current Questions: Questions that MPs address to Ministers as a means of parliamentary control.

5. QUESTIONING THE RELEVANCE OF A POSITION

EXCERPT 6 [3.22-23, V.33.Bc.39.11.4]
IR: Stavros Theodorakis, IE: Aleka Papariga (MEGA, 24.04.2012)

1 IE ‘Eywav Ad0n oto medio g owovopiag, .h kot ddackdpacte. ovtd dev
Mistakes were made regarding the economy, .h and we’re taught by them. this does

2 onuoivet .h 6T €yovpe é- éva: KAEIGTO- €val ETOLLO AVTAPL Y10 TO GOGLOMO .=
not mean .h that we have o- a fixed- a ready-made textbook for socialism.=

3 =2 IR =Aev” vIov Afte Opm¢ tov Gavdon? .h To10 pového mepinov £xete 610 HLOAO
=You're not telling Thanasis? though .h which model sort of you have in mind

4 - T- [oT0 pVodrod cog]
th- in your mindy,

5 IE [To- 710 cocl0]MGUO TOV €1KOGTOV ALOVE TOL O1KOdOUN[ON]KE,
The- the socialism of the twenty first century that was founded,

6 IR [TTowo.]
Which one?

7 IE apalpdvTog [to Aao.]
eliminating the mistakes.

2. The name of the program viewer whose question the IR is relaying to the IE in this part of the interview.

6.EXTENDED TURNS: COMBINATION OF RESOURCES & ELABORATION

EXCERPT 7 [5. 9-11, V.33.Bc.39.16.6] {CONTRADICTING + PRODUCING A COUNTER-POSITION}
IR: Konstantinos Bogdanos, IE: Petros Tatsopoulos (SKAI, 08.11.2012)
1 1IE [...] va uqv amo@by® v ovcia TG epOTNONG GOC, onuaivet: 6tL: 1 Xpvon Avyn
[...] not to avoid the essence of your question, it means that Golden Dawn

2 perémoe (.) eni gikoot xpovio=
has studied (.) for twenty years=

3 - 1R =0y1. =0¢ onpaivet avtody, [.h onpaivet 6t Bprike TpdoEopo £5a.pog,. |
=No. =it doesn’t mean that; .h it means that it found fertile ground.
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4 1IE [mv () evtég M: N ektog  <mopo]fatikdTnTo->
the () internal or or external <criminality->

5 IE [va]
yes.

EXCERPT 8 [2.21-22, V.32.Bc.39.5.6] {CONTRADICTING + CHALLENGING}
IR: Alexis Papahelas, IE: Konstantinos Mitsotakis (SKAI, 09.11.2011)
1 IR  =AmAdg, [ovTd TOL AéTE €0€IG T- T- TO VO TAYMGOVUE T1-] TN ONMO-
=It’s just, what you’re saying t- t- to freeze the- demo-

2 IE [<6tav oNUEPQ, otov  onuepo> ]
<when today, when  today>
3 IR 1t dnpokpatio yo évo dtotn[po]

democracy for a while

4 - IE [.h ] Ma dev™ vinv® pumay®vovpe
.h But we are not freezing

5 - dnpokpa[tia. TAOG TV UTOYDOVOLLE. ]
democracy. how are we freezing it.

6 IR [E. 6tav Aéue 6Tt Ba  KdA]voupe po kuBépvnomn 1 ool
Uh. when we’re saying that we will form a government which

7 [umopei va unv eivat] dnpoeiang,
may not be popular,

EXCERPT 9 [7.18-19, V.34.Bc.39.20.1] {CONTRADICTING and PRODUCING AN ACCOUNT}
IR: Elli Stai, IE: Giorgos Papakonstantinou (NET, 08.01.2013)
1 1IE [BeBaimg. emel]dn dpwg 6tav dwoelg € € 600 yddec ovopara, (.)
Of course. but because when you give uh uh two thousand names, (.)

2 Ba doppevcovy (.) kupia Xtam (.) oag Ovpile h [6T- O11-  6- ]
they will leak (.) Mrs Stai (.) let me remind you .h that- that-

3 IR [Ta eikoot b Ba] diéppe[av?]
Wouldn’t the twenty names leak?
4 - IE [ Ol
No.
5 - 101t ta gifkoot | 360KV oTOV €101KO: YpopupaTéa, (1) € KoL TOVE-

because the twenty names were given to the Special Secretary, (.) u:h and he was-

6 IR [Tt ]
Why not.
7 - IE  0Ba ’tav ovtdg vrevBuvog amévavti pov yo m): Stappon.=

he would be accountable to me for the leak.=
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|DOING ARGUING IN TV NEWS INTERVIEWS: AN EXAMPLE|

EXCERPT 10 [2.13-15, V.32.B¢.39.5.6]
IR: Alexis Papahelas, IE: Konstantinos Mitsotakis (SKAI, 09.11.2011)

Just before the beginning of Excerpt 10, the IR had asked the IE if he believed that the Papandreou
administration could deal with the economic crisis that had just begun in Greece. The IE responded that
political change was long overdue, and that the Papandreou adminsitration had to be replaced. When
asked by the IR how this could be achieved, the IE responded that the President of the Republic (whose
constitutional power is only nominal) could also help. The IR then poses the question in lines 1-2.

1 IR [O Ipbdedpog] dnmg EEpete Exel KATOLO GLVTOYLLOTIKG OPLOL. TL AAAO-
The President as you know has some constitutional limitations. what else-

2 TL GAAO pmopet va, kavet. g[ktdg amt’ to] va mapartnOei mpoka[Advtog EKA0YES. |
what else can he do. other than resign triggering an election.

3 IE [.hh ] [O IIpodedpog (t-)] 0
.hh The President (o-) the

4 [Ipdedpog g Anpoxpartiag (.) Tpémel va md- pmopel va mapel B¢on. (1) .h °€° dev?
President of the Republic (.) has to ta- can take a stance. (.) .h °uh® I don’t

5 vképw (av B-) eogic mapaxorovbeite Ta d1eBvn, .h o mponyoduevog [Ipdedpog g
know (if-) you follow the international affairs, .h the former President of the

6 Anpoxpartiag g Feppaviag .h (......) ahAdd o [Ipodedpog g Itariog onpepa. (1) .h ()
((YEAOOTC e )
German Republic .h (............ ) but the President of Italy today. (.) .h (.)
((in a laughing tone))

7 o [Ip6edpog e <IToptoyariag,> (.) o Kapdxo ZiAPa, .h ftav avtdg o omoiog Epepe

the President of <Portugal,> (.) Cavaco Silva, .h was the one that brought

8 T 50 koppata poll va cuvevvonBotv. .h dev etvan (.) o:(h) Képorog ITomovAiiag
the two parties together so that they come to an agreement. .h Carolos Papoulias is not

9 Kofako ZidBa BéPata. .hh aidd () pe ta- pe to x- yo- k- yontpo g e&ovaoiag, .h kat
Cavaco Silva of course. .hh but (.) with the- with the pre- prestige of power, .h and

10 He VA UTPOCOTIKOTNTO TNV 0Toio, adoUPIoPNTATOG £XEL, .h 6,11 pmopel mpémet Kt
the personality that he undoubtedly has, .h whatever he can he too

11 avTog va Kivn[0el .h]
has to act .h
12 IR [[hh  ]>°Qpaia.<=
.hh >°Fine.< =
13 IE  =mpoc avth) Tv" yKkaltev[Bvvon.]
=in this direction.
14 IR [To 6&]ua sivon kopie Tpode[dpe-]
The thing is Mr. President-
15 IE [ Aot]mov.
SO.
16 [Aéw Aouov.]
so0 I’'m saying
17 IR [é- éx- 70] Bépa g ovvevvonong petasd Iacodx

h- ha- the issue of the collaboration between Pasok
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[kat Néac] Anpokpatioc’ éxet AfEet ent ™g ov[ciag. |
and New Democracy? is over in essence.

[6TL ] [Agv €]xer My&et. [koBolov Oe- |
that Itis not over. not at all is it-

[E, o tkoplog Zapapdc
Uh, Mr. Samaras

10 éyet Eekabapi[oetl. >0t dev” umpdkertat va cuvepyaotel pe] 1o [acok.< =
has made it clear. >that he’s not going to collaborate with Pasok.< =

[((umepdeder ta Loyia tov)) Ma- T0- ]
({71 T — )) But- the-

=Mia otiypn).  [Néa Anpoxpatio- | 1 Néa Anpokpatio dgv €ivol LovorpocmTOG.
=Just a moment. New Democracy- New Democracy is not a single person party.

[Kon 0éher exkhoyéc. ]
And he wants an election.

.h  Néa Anpokportio dev etvar povo o “k0plog Zapopdg.
.h New Democracy is not made up of °Mr. Samaras alone.

.h O k0prog Zapapdg e&ehéyn O[pumg an’ ™m- an’ T peydin mtieloyneio tov]=
.h Mr. Samaras was elected, however, from th- from the vast majority of the=

[O KOplog Zauopdg etvar  apynyde,]=
Mr. Samaras is the leader,=

=[KOUPOTOC, KOt €IVl O VOLLLLO EKAEYHEVOS OTIMG EITOTE- |
=party, and he’s the legally elected one as you said-

=[Pefaing.  &ivar apymyos, .h Kl ova]yvopile[tot ko]
=of course. he’s the leader, .h and he is acknowledged as such and
[exAe- ]
ele-

Kbével [oy- kon Kaver-]
makes pl- and makes-

[apxnyds ] tng Néag [Anpoxpotiog.]
leader of New Democracy.

[Now aArd av]to o onuaivel 6Tt .h 6,71 Aéet 0 KOPLog
Yes but that does not mean that .h whatever Mr.

Sopapdg eivot kot to TeEMKd, .h Kkt o koprog Zapopdc propei va petaneiotel, .hh gdv ta
Samaras says is final, .h Mr. Samaras as well can be talked around, .hh if

yeyovota givar tétota .h wov tov: °e:[:° TOV | umeicovv 6t mpémet va yivel kdmola
developments are such .h that they °u::h°® convince him that some

[.h >TTévtwe-<]

.h >Nevertheless-<

oAy 0ALG Oev” UTA® eKel aKoOua. oG Thpe Tp®ToV.h €1¢ T0 OTL TPEMEL VL QUYEL
change needs to be made. but I'm not getting into that yet. let’s first talk about .h the fact that
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38 vt 1 KuPépynois. .h (.) avt Ba glvan n TPpOTN EKTOVOGIC. ... ]

this adminsitration has to go. .h (.) this will be a first relief. ((IE continues for 21 lines))
3. Pasok: social-democratic party, in power for many years in the past, New Democracy: conservative political party, in power at the time of
the interview.
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